INDIA

Government They are not the root of the
difficult} The difficulty lies deeper, and I
see no way of removing it, short of removing
the English from India

If the English had been able and content to
govern Indians by the sword, without affecting
their ideas and institutions, this social gulf
need not perhaps have created a political diffi-
culty Indian civilisation \%ould have pro-
ceeded unchanged, and Indians would have
been indifferent as to who it was that raised
the taxes, so long as they were not intolerably
oppressive But, in fact, it would have been
impossible to govern India without modify-
ing it; and m any case that was a policy
deliberately rejected by the English They
determined to educate the Indians m English
ideas; and they started this process at a
moment peculiarly favourable to its success.
For the old Indian education was in decadence,
and Indians knew and cared little about their
own philosophy. Under the new influences a
generation grew up sceptical and rationalistic,
nourished on Mill and Spencer, cut off from
its own roots and artificially grafted on to the
western tree. This, however, is only what
happens and is bound to happen wherever